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WESTERN HEMLOCK/SALMONBERRY
Tsuga heterophylla/Rubus spectabilis
TSHE/RUSP   (N=28; NRCS=28)

Distribution.  This Association is found on the west side of the Siskiyou Mountains
and adjacent coastal areas.  Occurrence is likely on the Coos Bay District, Bureau of
Land Management.

Distinguishing Characteristics.  The shrub layer of this Association is dominated by
salmonberry.  This Association occurs on north aspects at low elevations.  It is wet,
and is the warmest Association of the Western Hemlock Series.

Soils.  Soil data are not available.

Environment.  This Association averages 855 feet in elevation.  Aspect is primarily
north, however sampling was biased to north slopes.  Slope averages 30 percent
and ranges between 1 and 60 percent.

    No slope position data       
    available
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Vegetation Composition and Structure.  Total species richness is intermediate for
the Series, averaging 26.  The overstory is dominated by Douglas-fir, and western
hemlock is commonly present.  Red alder is frequently encountered and white fir is
common.  In the understory, western hemlock is frequently encountered and Port-
Orford-cedar and tanoak are common.  Hardwoods can be dense in some areas.  In
the shrub layer, salmonberry and red huckleberry are usually present.  Evergreen
huckleberry, dwarf Oregongrape, and Pacific blackberry are commonly encountered. 
In the herb/grass layer, western sword-fern and candyflower are frequently present,
and Oregon oxalis, fragrant bedstraw, and bearded fescue are common associates.

Common name Code Constancy Class** Avg. Richness

Overstory 5
Red alder ALRU2 89 2
Douglas-fir PSME 82 5
Western hemlock TSHE 68 4
White fir ABCO 61 1
Port-Orford-cedar CHLA 48 2
Understory 4
Western hemlock TSHE 93 2
Port-Orford-cedar CHLA 68 1
Tanoak LIDE3 61 1
Douglas-fir PSME 40 1
Shrubs 6
Red huckleberry VAPA 86 2
Salmonberry RUSP 79 2
Pacific blackberry RUUR 75 2
Evergreen huckleberry VAOV2 68 2
Dwarf Oregongrape BENE2 64 2
Pacific rhododendron RHMA3 49 2
Red elderberry SARA 46 1
Thimbleberry RUPA 32 1
Herbs 13
Western sword-fern POMU 100 4
Candyflower MOSI2 86 2
Bearded fescue FESU 76 1
Fragrant bedstraw GATR3 75 2
Oregon oxalis OXOR 75 2
Oregon fairybell DIHOO 68 1
Pacific bleedingheart DIFO 64 1
Brome BROMU 60 1
Redwoods violet VISE3 54 2

**Class is given in Daubenmire dominance class codes.


